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Letters and articles are welcomed and 
should be addressed to the Toc H 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
(Telephone: 0296 623911) 

Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Toc H Movement. 


Point Three is available from the Toc H 
Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 

(Telephone: 0296 623911) 

Single copies 10p; 10 or more copies 
sent to the same address 9p each. 
Annual subscription: £1.20 including 
postage. 


“Time turns within 
its seasoned spiral...” 
Front cover illustration by Cheryl Wood 


Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all back- 
grounds and beliefs. Local group actiy- 
ities range from holidays for the handi- 
capped and children’s playschemes to arts 
festivals and even bird-watching. Toc H 
is short for Talbot House: the soldiers’ 
club in Belgium founded by the Reverend 
‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. Today Toc H 
provides opportunities for people to test 
the relevance of practical Christianity and 
we welcome anyone who would like to 
give us a try. 
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‘| wish you wouldn't squeeze so’, said the 
Dormouse, who was sitting next to her. 
“| can hardly breathe.” 

] can't help it’, said Alice very 
meekly: ‘I’m growing.’ 

“You've no right to grow here”, 
said the Dormouse. dE 

‘Don’t talk nonsense’, said Alice 
more boldly: “You know you're growing 
too.’ 

‘Yes, but / grow ata reasonable 
pace’, said the Dormouse: ‘not in that 
ridiculous fashion.’ 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 


This is the introduction to Enough is 
Enough, a slim paperback written by John 
Taylor, Bishop of Winchester. He is wor- 
ried about society’s obsession with econ- 
omic growth and the complicated mess 
which we have created by producing more 
and more goods without sufficient 
thought for the people that they are 
meant to serve, or for the value of scarce 
natural resources and the health of the 
environment. Like the Dormouse, he pro- 
tests that we are growing too fast. He 
would have us seek a more simple way of 
life. 

The book is worth reading if only 
to bring home the realities of life on earth 
and its prospects for our children and 
grandchildren. It seems ridiculous, for 
example, that to keep the American motor 
industry turning over, seven million cars 
are discarded every year; that the electric- 
ity generating industry dumps the energy 
of 75% of the fuel it consumes; or, on a 
simpler level, that you can no longer buy 
an odd screw but must take six in a pre- 
packed packet. I daresay the economists 
have their reasons, but somewhere we 
seem to have gone wrong. 

‘Excess is the subject of this book’, 
writes John Taylor, ‘and excess is the 
enemy which I shall try to invite you to 
fight year in and year out. It confronts us 
in our rich countries whichever aspect of 
our situation we look at — our consump- 
tion of food and our accumulation of 
goods, our wage claims and price rises, our 
waste and pollution, the concentration 


and congestion of our cities, o 
tion of living creatures and ou 
fuels and minerals, our expen 
armaments and the wanton q 
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too much. We are scrapping too much, 
We are paying, and compelling others to 
pay, too high a price.’ 

Instead, says John Taylor, we 
should adopt the attitude of the youn 
bishop from South East Asia, who dis 
gusted by the price which London’s 
ecclesiastical suppliers were asking for a 
pectoral cross, picked up a very nice one 
for 60p in Carnaby Street! 

John Taylor is convinced that if 
we resisted the pressures of the advertiser 
refused to buy goods that are produced a 
extortionate human or animal expense, 
and adopted other, non-material aspirations 
society would develop along healthier and 
happier lines. For in our rapid turnover 
world, people get pushed out of the way, 
Economics, he says, should revolve around 
people, not around profits or products. 

‘This is the true rationale of the 
theology of enough . . enough for what? 
Enough for the personal.’ And so we are 
invited to ask ourselves these questions: 
“Will this purchase, this change, these 
plans, these investments, make our relat- 
ionships more fully human in the context 
of our one hunian family and of our one 
inter-related world? Will this enrich or 
impoverish the personal value of other 
people? Will it clarify or cloud man’s rec- 
ognition of himself as the child of God?’ 

This care for personal relationships 
lies, of course, at the very heart of Toc H, 
as it lies at the heart of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s appeal. But it is not enough 
to talk. We have to practise these ideas 
and John Taylor suggests that we start in 
the family. We could also start in our 
church, and why not also in Toc H, which 
has already committed us to search out 
new ways of meeting need, to pioneer and 


build a more caring society. 
S McW 
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Members accept a four-fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the barriers 
that divide man from man. 


2. To give personal service. 


3. To find their own convictions while 


always being willing to listen to the views 
of others. 


4. To work for the building of that better 
world which has been called the Kingdom 
of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world 
in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


f. i f F P 


Time turns within 
its seasoned spiral 
sucking morning fragrance 
from the dew. 
Earth churns its rebirth 
through young buds 
that burst on tingling senses — 
fused at the very fingertip 
of all existence. 
Somewhere 
just below a touch 
but far beyond the reach 
of ear’s long sound 
life twitches 
in cold winter's ground 
as green stabs pierce the 
leafy mold 
and myriad trumpet-wings 
unfold their golden fanfare 
on a sleeping world 
and the time-turned song 
of new beginnings 
rings along 
/ the valley of 

f ’ four seasons’ winds. 
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Karen Hull Sue Sutton 


The theme of death and resurrection is 
not only an annual theme with the return 
of Easter. 

Too easily we fall into either a pre- 
occupation with proving that Jesus could 
have risen from the dead, or the promise 
of a life after death for those who believe 
in Him. (And what about those who do 
not — made of the same flesh and blood 
as those who do? Will a loving Father 
reject a compassionate Hindu and accept 
a bigoted Christian? Will He reject an 
Asiatic who has never heard the gospel of 
Jesus and accept a European who has 
heard it so often that he has ceased to be 
moved by it?) 

In the mind of Jesus the Kingdom 
of Heaven has nothing to do with ortho- 
doxy or regular Sunday attendance in 
Church or synagogue. But it is everything 
to do with a compassionate response to 
strangers, animals, spiteful opponents and 
cruel persecutors. In the struggle to 
master our antagonism and respond with 
compassion we become the kind of people 
who will be fit to live in the only eternity 
there is. Those who indulge their power, 
their resentment and their hate will find 
that living with a persistently overwhelm- 
ingly compassionate being is hell. They 
will spend eternity protesting that He has 
got it wrong, as they do here in this life. 
Heaven and hell begin right here. We 
make it ourselves by our decision about 
compassion. 

Mastering our love of power, our 
resentment and our hate is a kind of death. 
It feels like death — dying to oneself. 
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Fathers and mothers have to do it, to 
allow their children to mature and grow 

to adulthood. If the parents get it wrong 
the child becomes either a miserable 
dependent or a raging rebel. Too possess- 
ive a love, and the child becomes 
dependent. If the adult is to develop from 
the child, the possessive love must die. 
Then the resurrection of a new adult 
relationship will arise. Too cold a love 

and the child becomes a rebel, seeking the 
attention his parent would not give. If the 
adult is to develop here, the cold love 
must die and be replaced by a warm 
understanding. 

If the parent does not realise what 
is happening, the adult child must. His 
craven dependence or his raging anger 
must be mastered. That too feels like a 
kind of death — dying to oneself. Usually 
it is a prolonged death, lasting months or 
even years. But in the end the false will 
die and the true will be seen in a 
resurrection. 

This theme of death and resurrect- 
ion is played out between parents and 
children, superiors and subordinates, God 
and men. Everyday is His reminder that, 
as Tillich put it: ‘Out of the death of the 
old the new arises. The new is created not 
out of the old, not out of the best of the 
old, but out of the death of the old. It is 
not the old which creates the new. That 
which creates the new is that which is 
beyond old and beyond new, the Eternal.’ 


Since life begins again today 
I will make a new beginning 
With Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen. 


BORN - 
AGAIN 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 


A complete change in our way of life is 
essential if the country is to find its wa 
out of its current malaise, That has be. 
come almost a truism. The New Test. 
ament phrase about being born again is 
suddenly topical and relevant, Through- 
out the world groups of people are search. 
ing for a new and more human kind of 
society. There is, I believe, a clear move- 
ment of the Spirit leading groups, most 
but not all of which are connected dir. 
ectly or loosely with the Christian Church, 
in many different countries to very sim. 
ilar concerns. And I believe that Toc H is 
part of that world-wide movement of the 
Spirit. When the new Toc H group got 
going 6,000 miles away in Los Angeles a 
number of people responded with enthus- 
iasm, saying in effect: ‘This is exactly the 
kind of thing that we have been thinking 
and feeling our way towards’. The con- 
cerns of Toc H here are the same as the 
concerns of these Christians in California, 
We and they are part of a Movement 
which is much bigger than ourselves. 

What are the marks of this move- 
ment of the Spirit? 

There is an emphasis on the pract- 
ical working out of our beliefs about life 
and its purpose. Our religious faith is not 
primarily a matter of intellectual debate. 
It has to be lived; and it is in the living 
that our faith becomes deeper. 

That faith includes a deep aware- 
ness of the importance of personal relat- 
ionships. Our practical service springs not 
from a sense of duty so much as from our 
relationship with the other person. It is 
a natural part of the friendship we seek to 
establish. And in all our relationships we 
try and develop a greater openness and a 
greater sensitivity. That is the joy and 
excitement of life. It springs from, and it 
nourishes, the conviction that love is the 
reality at the heart of the universe. Love 
is the one thing, ultimately, that really 
matters. . 

Because of this there will inevit- 
ably be a political dimension (in the x 
widest sense) to all we try and do. We = 
trying to create a society that will exp! 5 
this conviction about the nature ci ne 
life; a society that will enable each in fe 
idual to develop to his or her full capac pi 
which includes the development of eae 
openness and greater sensitivity; 2 > 
which recognizes the supreme re 
of personal relationships. That's W 
meant when | spoke about a society 
more on compassion than on compé 
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a phrase which has provoked some con- 
troversy in recent issues of Point Three. 

This, I believe, means the creation 
of a quite new kind of society, a new kind 
of economic order. Neither Western Cap- 
italism nor the Marxist State can serve as 
models. Both have failed and both are out 
of date. We have to get beyond the pre- 
sent categories if the discussion is to have 
any relevance to the new kind of society 
whose midwives we are called to be. 

The issues included in such a dis- 
cussion cover a wide field — industry, 
education, the local community — and are 
obviously complex. Here and there ex- 
periments are taking place in which indic- 
ations for the future can be glimpsed, 
attempts to create within industry new 
relationships in which the blunt instru- 
ments of strike and go-slow will become 
things of the past, in which factory 
workers are no longer treated as cogs in a 
machine but as responsible human beings 
who deserve the opportunity to develop 
to their full human potential. Signific- 
antly most of these experiments are seek- 
ing to create industrial units on a much 
smaller and more personal scale. 

A more fundamental part of the 
political discussion, perhaps, is the recog- 
nition that the earth’s resources are finite. 
We cannot go on using up our resources at 
an ever-increasing rate. We cannot go on 
poisoning our air and our water. We can- 
not go on basing our economy on per- 
suading more and more people to buy 
more and more things that they don’t 
need. We have to discover a simpler and 
more real way of life. Enough ts Enough 
is the title of an important book on this 
theme by the Bishop of Winchester and 
is surely also the slogan we need now to 
adopt. 


The creation of a new social and 
economic order is in the far distant future. 
The starting point, however, can only be 
within ourselves. It is the loving relation- 
ships that we create as individuals that 
will be the bricks of which the Kingdom 
will be built. 

That is an insight which Toc H 
shares with many other people across the 
world. And in many different countries 
and cultures that insight is being explored 
through small groups of people — in mon- 
astic communities and communes of every 
imaginable kind — as well as in Toc H 
branches and on Toc H projects. The 
exploration, too, goes on in groups which 
come together for comparatively short 
periods, like the growing number of 
weekends which are such a significant 
feature of our life in Toc H today. We 
have learned that the discovery of a sense 
of community can go on in many differ- 
ent kinds of groups and that an individual 
can benefit from being part of more than 
one group. Many Toc H members learn 
both from their regular membership of a 
branch and also from taking part in the 
short-term residential opportunities pro- 
vided at Dor Knap, Alison House and 
elsewhere. 

Many of the permanent residential 
communities, whether religious orders or 
communes, bring together people who 
have, in a sense, opted out of society. 
Toc H groups, however, are people who 
are seeking to discover a sense of commun- 
ity, to develop new and deeper relation- 
ships, while at the same time remaining 
fully involved in ordinary life. I would 
not in any way want to belittle the con- 
tribution of permanent residential com- 
munities. Nonetheless, I believe ours is a 
significant contribution because the new 


way of life we are groping towards must 
be a way of life open to all, not an escape 
from life for a lucky minority. 

A significant factor in the life of 
many of the groups of which I speak has 
been the attempt to reawaken a sense of 
beauty and of wonder, to recognize that 
the struggle to grow to our full maturity 
as human beings involves the recognition 
of the importance of our feelings and 
emotions as well as of our reason. And 
here, too, Toc H is playing a significant 
part, through the emphasis on music and 
painting and poetry at Dor Knap and 
Alison House, through the projects on 
bird-watching and geology, and through 
the attempts on many weekends to 
grapple with the meaning and purpose 
of worship. 

I believe that there is a recogniz- 
able world-wide movement of the Spirit, 
of which we are a part. I believe that the 
signs of that movement include the recog- 
nition of the fundamental importance of 
personal relationships, the attempts to 
discover a sense of community and the 
recovery of the world of feeling. This is 
a measure of the responsibility which we 
have as members of Toc H, but it also 
gives us the encouragement of knowing 
that we are not alone on our journey. The 
need for fundamental change may not be 
welcomed but is now widely recognized. 
We are called to assist in the birth of a 
new society; and that means that we 
must ourselves be reborn. 


‘Significant is the attempt to reawaken a 
sense of beauty and of wonder’... on 
bird-watching and geology projects, and 
at music and painting and poetry weeks 
at Dor Knap and Alison House. 
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NEWSPOINT 


SOUTH 
AFRICAN 
VISIT 


Toc H team to visit South Africa 
14 August - 11 September 


Twelve Toc H members will be visiting 
South Africa for four weeks this summer, 
under the leadership of Vernon Openshaw, 
a young South African who was on the 
staff of Toc H in South Africa for two 
years before coming to England two years 
ago to study theology at Manchester 
University. The purpose of the visit is to 
meet South African members, white and 
black, to learn about their Toc H and to 
share with them experience of Toc H in 
Britain. 

The Movement in South Africa 
faces tremendous problems — of which 
most British members are unaware — and 
the visit will be a valuable means of streng- 
thening links between the two countries. 
The programme is designed so that the 
group will meet people from a wide var- 
iety of backgrounds and beliefs, thus en- 
abling them to learn at first hand some- 
thing of the complexities of the South 
African situation. 

The team members, whose ages 
range from the early 20s to the late 50s 
are: 


Cyril and Betty Cattell from Barton, Cam- 
bridgeshire. Cyril, who is Chairman of the 
Central Executive Committee and former 
General Secretary of Toc H, will act as 
leader of the party. He is employed as a 
Senior Regional Officer for the Spastics 
Society and hopes to see something of the 
work being done for cerebrally palsied 
people in South Africa. 


Olive Curd from Peterborough, a Central 
Councillor and an active Toc H member 
of many years standing, an enthusiast 

of projects and a great Church worker, 


Brian Harding from Prideaux House, 
Hackney, where he represents the residents 
on the Mark Management Committee. He 
has also led two children’s camps, taking 
children from Hackney to Colsterdale and 
Rhyl. He is employed by the local author- 
ity as an accountant. 


Arend Hoogervorst from Irthlingborough, 
Northants, at present at college in Ply- 
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mouth, Arend, who speaks Dutch, joined 
Toc H through the Wellingborough 
Grammar School Group, and for the past 
two years has led the children s holiday at 
Wellingborough. His district is so keen for 
him to go that it is sponsoring him — as IS 
happening in a few other cases. 


Sue Pottle, currently training in social 
work at Bristol University, and chairman 
of the Bristol Toc H Action Group: also 
one of our youngest Central Councillors. 


Dilys Saffin from Newport, Wales, also a 
Central Councillor. Dilys started a Toc H 
Ranger Guide Group in Newport, the only 
one in the country, which she runs most 


successfully. 


Vivian Sharman, a meat inspector from 
Wakefield. Another Central Councillor 
with first-hand experience of the Colster- 
dale Centre and all the activities centred 
around it. 


Jo Startup from Basingstoke, who works 
as an acting sub-postmistress at several 
post offices, a job which brings her into 
contact with many people of all ages. A 
member of long-standing, Jo has been on 
the organising committee of three projects 
during the last two years and has helped 
to host some Winant Volunteers. 


Geoff and Elizabeth Taylor from Hackney; 
both former residents of Prideaux House 
before their marriage and still very in- 
volved in its activities. Elizabeth is a 
social worker with the London Borough 
of Tower Hamlets, and previously spent 
two years as a VSO teaching in Burundi, 
Central Africa. Geoff, a teacher, is on the 
Management Committee of Prideaux 
House, and takes a special interest in the 
children who use its new Youth Centre, 
and those involved in summer projects. 


Hilary Thornton, a student from Hudders- 
field, who has been a member for two 
years, first joining in projects in the north, 
Hilary spent four months as a long-term 
volunteer and is currently Starfing up a 
new branch in Durham, 


The team will fly to Johannesburg and 
from there travel will be mostly by train, 
covering a total distance of some 3,000 
miles. A few South African members will 
be travelling with the party and the first 
stop will be at Kimberley where the team 
will meet members from three branches 
and also hopes to visit a diamond mine. 
Then on to Cape Town (a journey of some 
22 hours) where they will have the opport- 
unity to join members in an exciting new 
project with the Coloured community. 


Next, Port Elizabeth, where it is hoped 
the group will be able to visit a s 
perhaps help with a créche whic 
run for African children. The group will 
then travel to East London, where time 
will be spent touring Mdantsane, a black 
residential area, meeting members and 
perhaps visiting a factory. 

The next stage of travel js by 
luxury bus through the Transkei, which is 
the only way to meet the African 
members there, as the railway does not 
pass through. Here, the team will see the 
developments taking place amongst the 
African community at Mount Frere and 
Kokstad and they may even be asked to 
lend a hand in their latest Toc H project 
known as “The Dam(n!) Project’ or altern- 
atively the ‘Toc H Rural Development 
Scheme’. The next stop will be Durban 
where the team will attend the National 
Council Meeting of Toc H South Africa 
and also visit the TB settlement at Botha’s 
Hill and the new clinic at Emolweni, 

Finally, back to Johannesburg 
where the team will see something of the 
work of the African Toc H Centre at 
Meadowlands and also the Toc H gift 
shops. Then Cyril and Betty Cattell and 
two of the younger members of the party 
will spend an extra few days in Rhodesia, 
attending the Toc H National Rally to 
celebrate Toc H Rhodesia’s Golden 
Jubilee. 

Throughout the tour South 
African members will be providing hos- 
pitality and the team will be staying in 
members’ homes. Half the cost of travel 
(ie £2,000) is being met from the Family 
Purse, the remainder being paid by the 
individuals themselves, or by their District. 
The programme is pretty tightly packed 
and will keep the group busy, although a 
few days have been left free at the end. 

This will undoubtedly be an ex- 
citing and unforgettable experience, which 
we hope will be widely shared. Every 
member of the team, on their return, will 
be more than willing to tell you about his 
or her adventures, Please give them the 
opportunity to do this by inviting them 
along to your branch or district. 
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WELCOME 


PENNY GREEN 


We are delighted to congratulate Penny 
Green on her appointment as South 
Eastern Regional Secretary (as from 

1 March). Penny has been working at 
Crutched Friars for the last year, helping 
with the Winant and Clayton Volunteer 
Scheme and with regional correspondence, 
answering the telephone and generally 
making visitors to the office feel at home. 


She has also been a member of the 
Inner London District Executive Commit- 
tee and has taken an active part in the dis- 
trict’s New Venture social evenings. 

Strangely enough, Penny met 
Toc H in South Africa, while on holiday 
there two years ago. She was introduced 
to the volunteer group in Cape Town and 
says that they made her keen to contact 
Toc H in London, on her return. ‘Six 
months later’ she says, ‘I was happy to 
give up my job as a linguist-secretary to 
come to Toc H’. Aged 23, she says that 
in her spare time (‘if I have any!”) she 
enjoys music — classical and folk — 
reading, walking (especially on hills or by 
the sea), and visiting family and friends in 
the country. 


GORDON MACRAE 


Welcome to Gordon Macrae, our new 
member of staff in Scotland. Gordon, 
who lives in Larbert (near Falkirk) with 
his wife, Anne, and two daughters, Fiona 
and Denise, will eventually be working in 
the Strathclyde Region. It’s great to have 
another staff member who will be able to 
concentrate on this area and we wish 
Gordon and his family well. 

Gordon comes to Toc H (through 
the recommendation of a friend) from 
social work. He has been employed as a 
generic social worker but has developed a 
particular interest and concern for the 
problems associated with alcoholism 
(which, for various reasons, is particularly 
bad in Scotland). For nine months he 
lived and worked in the ‘People’s Palace’, 


SEES Ar EG 
a shelter and day-care centre for the 
vagrant alcoholic, run by the Church of 
Scotland, in Edinburgh. Becoming increas- 
ingly worried about the inability of many 
husbands and wives to communicate with 
each other, or with their children, and 
about the apparently easy remedy 
afforded by drink and drugs, Gordon 
undertook to prepare a report on ‘the 
social and medical consequences of 
alcohol and drug abuse’ for the Scottish 
Health Education Unit. Realising that 
these problems are worst in the trawling 
and oil industries, which cause so much 
disruption to family life, he got a job as 
a deckhand on a trawler, also did several 
unskilled jobs in the oil business and 
finally worked on a pipe-laying barge in 
the North Sea. 

Perhaps, after reading this, you'll 
be surprised to hear that Gordon started 
life as the son of aGP, went to Edinburgh 
to read psychology and entered the field 
of commerce — first as a trainee, later 
assistant general manager at Binns depart- 
ment store in Edinburgh. He later moved 
to Stirling as branch manager of a Build- 
ing Society and became very active in 
local community affairs, especially with 
the RSPCC and youth work. From 
Stirling, he went to Glasgow to train in 
social work, 


‘So your horoscope says you're going on to 
strange ground — perhaps you're going to 
work, eh?" 


The following branches elected new 
members during February: 


— Wimborne (j) 

— Milford-on-Sea (j) 

— Bracknell (j), Springfields District 
— Broadstairs (w), Gedling (j), 
Hainault (j), Harlow (j), Ilminster 
(m), Sutton-on-Sea (m), Troon 
Ladies Group 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch (m), Clitheroe 
(m), Codsall (w), Coningsby (j), 
Coupar Angus (w), Eastbourne (w), 
Huddersfield (j), Penn (w), Rochdale 
(m), St Johns, Tunbridge Wells (w), 
Sanderstead (m), Sittingbourne (j), 
Thurrock (m), Watford (j), West 
Essex District, Worthing (m) 


NU. 


A warm welcome to the 47 new members. 


from Mr R S Philpott Orpington, Kent 
Across 

1 Bar space for dancing? (7) 

5 Desert marsh for backing me? (4) 

7 The bird in the musical (3) 

8 That's bound to learn you! (8) 

9 Crib Mac reworked from cloth? (7) 
Stan’s eye problem is exterior (4) 


13 Consumes teas differently? (4) 
17 He thinks only of himself! (7) 
19 Ran quickly (8) 

20  It'sloopy to be so inclined? (3) 
21 Close to an aquatic animal? (4) 


22 Intellectual poultry chief? (7) 


1 Such digs in the front line? (8) 

2 Fall for fruit thus encountered? (7) 

3 Swimmers to rest differently? (6) 

4 Eleven income changes for the country (6) 
5 Clark’s roof supports? (6) 

6 Sound success? (4) 

Gave ‘get packing’ interpretation? (8) 


12 Needlework skin protector (7) 
14 Oil sac broken by this party? (6) 
15 A whistler of a boiler? (6) 


Crufts’ winner after a struggle? (3, 3) 
Foil the French this way? (4) 


STORY OF THE NORFOLK CAMPS 
by Alan Brooke 


Early in 1965, at the start of the Golden 
Jubilee year of Toc H, a horrified silence 
fell over the Dereham Toc H meeting 
room when, in answer to the challenge of 
what we should do to celebrate the 
Jubilee, Fred suggested running a boys’ 
camp. 


Undaunted, Fred persisted with his idea 
during the following weeks and eventually 
we agreed — as much to keep Fred quiet 
as for any other reason, 


Where does one start? The ex-Scouters 
knew all the answers — but did they? We 
weren't talking about a Scout camp but a 
boys’ camp, and somehow we sensed 
there was a difference and were eventually 
to learn what a difference! 


Boys — what boys? Someone said needy — 
but what is needy? 


After much discussion we eventually 
agreed that the camp should be for boys 
who woulän’t otherwise have a holiday 
and, much later when the camp took 
place, we were surprised to find that con- 
trary to expectation some had paper 
money with them, while others arrived 
with only the clothes they stood in — so 
what was the need? It soon became 
obvious that the common need was love 
and to feel that someone cared for them — 
and to this day this is the prime purpose 
of the camps. 


But where were we to find such boys in 
today’s affluent Welfare State? A talk 
with the social services soon convinced us 
that there were many such, and so we 
were off on an exciting journey that has 
passed througlı many stages in the past 
ten years. 


Having established the need, the Dereham 
Toc H men enthusiastically set about the 
detailed planning, wisely enlisting the sup- 
port and encouragement of the Mid- 
Norfolk District and in speaking positively 
to all who would listen received immense 
support in cash and kind from the general 
public. Permission to use the Norfolk 
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Education camping site at San 
Downham in the middle of Thetford 
Forest was obtained and the Education 
Authority also assisted with the free loan 


of the camping equipment. 


Ron was conned into being camp leader, 
because he was a teacher with a long 
summer vacation and so the first camp 
took place in August 1965 — well led, but 
hopelessly under-staffed — with some 30 
boys from 8 to 12 years old recommended 
to us by the social services in Leicester and 
the Leicester Family Service Unit. 


Being town boys, many had never seen 
sheep before, let alone deer which abound 
in the forest, and the wonders of the 
countryside were a mystery to them all. 


The first camp was an undoubted success, 
all the boys having a happy and memor- 
able holiday — but there were many 
lessons to learn if we were to repeat the 
exercise. 


From this small but challenging beginning 
the camps have grown in strength and 
purpose and through a wider involvement 
of people have touched many hearts, both 
within and outside Toc H. 


The original camp committee starting in 
Dereham with District support steadily 
spread the news of the camps throughout 
Norfolk and with this wider interest and 
support became, some five years ago, the 
Norfolk Camps Committee. During this 
time the camp venue moved from Santon 
Downham to Wells-next-the-Sea and then 
to Holkham on the Earl of Leicester’s 
estate, being each year solely one week in 
August for 30-40 boys from Leicester. 


From the first camp it became obvious 
that a woman was needed to act as Mum, 
and in subsequent years this has happened 
with great advantage, bringing in a wider 
selection of leaders and helpers, to the 
extent that most years the leaders have 
been husband and wife (where possible 
with their own children) and a true family 
atmosphere has been created to extend 
and develop the love these children need, 


Following the development of the Norfolk 
Camps Committee, having representation 
throughout the County, the suggestion 
was made that the camps be extended to 
two weeks — and why take just the boys 
from a ‘problem’ family, why not the girls 
as well? The faint-hearted doubted the 
wisdom of mixed camps, visualising all 
sorts of problems, but the venturesome 
members of the committee won through, 
and this wider development has proved an 
undoubted success, 


For the past three years the influence of 
the camps has extended beyond Norfolk, 
so that the Leicester children now go to 
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West Pinchbeck near Spalding, and we ha 
enjoyed an exchange with Wellingborough 
Our first week’s camp is now for 12 bo 
and 12 girls (aged 7 to 11) from the City 
of Norwich, recommended to us by the 
NSPCC. The second week is for 12 
and 12 girls (of the same age) from 
Wellingborough, in exchange for an equal 
number of Norfolk boys and girls wh 
to Wellingborough, all being recomm 
by the social services. 


boys 
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ended 


The camp leaders each year are recruited 
locally and become members of the com- 
mittee. The helpers are from both local 
and national recruitment — many meeting 
Toc H for the first time and being inspired 
to continue their association with Toc H. 
In the past two years we have included 
among our helpers on each week a Jad 
from Borstal, and in each case we have 
found them to be willing and enthusiastic 
— and hopefully have been able to help 
them to appreciate the other side of life, 


During last year the committee widened 
its sphere further and in changing its name 
to the Norfolk Activities Committee now 
acts as the co-ordinating body for all 
major activities (other than branch act- 
ivities) in addition to the camps. 


One of the effects of inflation last year 
was for the Norfolk Education Authority 
to impose — for the first time — a charge 
for the hire of equipment, but fortunately 
the social services came to our rescue and 
paid the bill. It is worthy of note, though, 
that press publicity of the Norfolk Educ- 
ation Authority's decision engendered a 
wealth of public support from many 
sources previously untapped, and the 
committee has plans to develop these 
contacts in the future. 


Now the committee has invested in some 
equipment of its own, which will be used 
for various weekend activities at our 
centre at Garvestone near Dereham, in 
addition to the summer camps. 


The new Norfolk Activities Committee, 
which last year also held a week’s camp at 
Garvestone for 12 deaf boys from Hilling- 
don, Middlesex, is now beginning to plan 
for 1977 and 1978, incorporating — in 
addition to the summer camps which 
themselves may well be extended beyond 
two weeks — holidays for the blind, the 
deaf, single-parent families, prisoners’ 
wives and conservation projects and de- 
velopment of the work already begun 
with the physically handicapped. 


The future possibilities are unlimited, for 
as yet we have merely scratched the sur- 
face. The past ten years have seen a solid 
foundation made, and we can now go for- | 
ward in faith to ‘get Toc H into more mé 
for the development of God’s Kingdom. 
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FROM THE DOR KNAP CONFERENCE ON 


COMMUNITY SERVICE ORDERS 


A very good and varied representation 

was present at the CSO weekend led by 
Keith Mackenzie, Community Service 
Officer for Durham. The programme 

took the form of dealing with the general 
philosophy: ‘Treatment or punishment?’ 
in the first session, laying down the found- 
ations of Community Service Orders. The 
second session looked at the mechanics of 
how Community Service Orders work and 
from there moved on to casework studies 
in groups. The final session looked specif- 
ically at how this weekend could be 
followed up in branches and districts. It is 
this aspect which is so important, if any- 


thing from these national conference week- 


ends is to be beneficial. 

First, a word of caution: let it not 
be thought that this will be an easy way of 
getting a workforce for jobs and projects. 
Community Service Orders do not work 
that way: each order is carefully matched 
to a type of service and personal super- 
visor. And, as it is still early days for this 
scheme, there are not that many orders 
being made. Let us also recognise that 
this will not necessarily be everybody’s 
cup of tea — but it is a real opportunity 
for us to demonstrate, in a very personal 
way, our concern for the individual. 

The following suggestions came 
out of the weekend, to help those inter- 
ested at branch and district level: 

(1) It is mandatory upon all 
Probation Services to implement Com- 
munity Service Orders in their areas. 
There will be at least one senior probation 
officer per area, responsible for this. 
Branches and districts should make con- 
tact with him and let him know of their 
interest and possibilities. 

(2) Whether you feel you can be 
personally involved or not, the Probation 
Service should be informed of regular 
branch jobs in which you are involved 
and at intervals kept up to date with any 
changes. The branch with a regular 
weekly or fortnightly corporate job is 
ideally suited to receiving and helping 
with CSOs. 

(3) Individuals are needed as Com- 
munity Service supervisors (not necess- 
arily on a Toc H job) and could offer 
themselves for this task. Training is not 
necessary. 

(4) Weekend, Summer and Easter 
activities are, in some areas, a viable ser- 
vice for Community Service Orders. Your 
local organiser should be included on your 
distribution list of the Summer Activities 
Programme and any other plans you may 
have. 
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(5) Make at least a yearly contact 
with the Community Service organiser in 
your area and invite him personally on to 
the branch or district programme to ex- 
change views and ideas. 

(6) Representatives who attended 
the weekend are only too willing to help 
“get you started’ — phone your regional 
office for names. 

(7) Send newsletters to branches 
and districts keeping them informed of 
progress and contacts with the Probation 
Service. 

(8) Someone from the branch or 
district could serve on the Area Com- 
mittee, which is comprised of magistrates, 
voluntary bodies and probation officers, 
This committee functions as a sub-com- 
mittee of the Probation and After-Care 
Committee. Here we can help to influence 
future policy. 

(9) It would be worth contacting 
other voluntary bodies in your area to 
organise something of a combined nature. 

(10) The latest ‘Topic on Tape’ is 
on Community Service Orders, released on 
15 March. Further details from the Public 
Relations Department. 

This is another real opportunity 
to demonstrate our care and concern for 
the individual through accepting him for 
what he is. All we need is sensitivity and 
delicate handling for a scheme which has 
all the potential of making a real contrib- 
ution to the community. Every Commun- 
ity Service offender should be seen as a 
potential member because of the friend- 
ship with which we can all encompass him 
whilst being involved with us. Many 
offenders have carried on ina voluntary 
capacity, long after their orders are com- 
pleted. This speaks highly of the value 
of Community Service Orders. 


2All entries (gratefully received) by 30 April, please, to ‘T-shirts, c/o The 


“Editor”. 
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o 
o (NB Style of T-shirt yet to be finalised.) 


Hymn of 
Supplication 


Tune: Finlandia 
(suitable for Toc H festival or 
rededication services) 


Lord of all life, give us the eyes to see 

Thy beauty shine amidst catastrophe; 

Give us the ears to hear Thy whispered 
word 

Above the din and strife of clashing sword; 

Give us, dear Lord, the lips to speak Thy 
loye 

When all the world the cult of hate would 
prove. 


We see Thy light but blindly turn away, 

The vision fades, once more we go astray; 

We sense Thy will and yet our own way 
take, 

Misleading those who follow in our wake; 

We know Thy love and still our own 
withhold 

From those in need, the hungry and the 
cold. 


We humbly pray that each of us may 
strive 

With new resolve to keep our aims alive, 

To love all men and bravely build Thy 
world, 

To think aright and show Thy flag 
unfurled; 

Keep strong our faith that man was born 
to rise, 

As shown to us through Christ’s own 
sacrifice. 


Let us not shirk the tasks that lie ahead, 

Our foothold sure if in His steps we tread. 

Direct our thoughts, inspire our actions 
true; 

The words we say, give us the will to do; 

But most of all, send us Thy holy peace, 

Suffuse our lives until our strivings cease. 


Ken Hunt 
Nailsea Branch, Bristol 


GET IT ON YOUR 


eWrite us a slogan for the new Toc H T-shirts, using not more than five 
ewords, and you could win — wait for it — a free T-shirt! 


NEWSPOINT 


ROLL’EM OVER 


If you’re looking for novel fund-raising 
ideas, try a sponsored steam roll! 

Alfreton Branch, Derby, got hold 
of a steam roller, 3% tons of tin cans, and 
permission from the local authority to use 
a car park in the town. People had to est- 
imate how many 10 yard journeys the 
roller would have to make, backwards and 
forwards, to flatten all the tins. (And if 
you want an inside chance on your next 
sponsored steam roll, telephone Jim Bush 
of Alfreton for the answer!) 

Jim explained: ‘One of our mem- 
bers in the scrap metal business thought 
of this. We felt that this would be a novel 
idea, appealing to the current wide inter- 
est in the preservation of steam-driven 
engines, and that the current concern 
about the environment would induce 
people to save their tin cans. 

‘All the schools within a five-mile 
radius were approached — but out of 
about 24 schools, only four offered any 
response. Subsequently 2,000 sponsor 
forms were circulated to schools, churches, 
clubs etc, but only 50 sponsors were event- 
ually obtained.’ 

Alfreton made £160 — for Lepra — 
but Jim emphasises that, to make money, 


individuals must obtain their own sponsors. 


Members of Gloucester Branch were re- 
cently given a very enlightening talk on 
the work of the Gloucester Combined 
Voluntary Organisations whose prime 
object has been the setting up of two Day 
Centres for the physically handicapped, 
where disabled folk can enjoy a few hours 
companionship together with provision of 
a midday meal. 

Money-making events were hardly 
enough to cover running costs, let alone 
provide much-needed special geriatric 
chairs, some 12 in number. Following the 
talk the branch agreed to donate the cost 
of one chair out of their charities fund; a 
member then suggested that those present 
should subscribe towards another chair 
and within two minutes a further chair 
had been assured. Someone suggested a 
write-up in the local Press, which brought 
an immediate response of £25 from a lady 
reader and £50 from the Soroptimists, 
together with offers of volunteer drivers. 

So, resulting from the initial talk 
to the branch, the first five chairs are 
assured and sights are set on acquiring the 
remaining seven in due course. 
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Photo: 


A new pr PF Preston Park, E 
donated by the branch in celebration of 
Jubilee year. The vicar of Preston Park 
Parish Church, the Rev Lockyer (far left), 
dedicated the seat and members from the 
women’s branches of Brighton and Hove 
attended the ceremony. 


6000 CATCH 


Phyllis Forrester, Chairman of Bristol East 
District, thought up a bright way of intro- 
ducing people to Toc H and at the same 
time raising money for the Diamond 
Jubilee Fund. The district invited 100 
people — none of them members — to a 
special meeting and buffet supper in the 
senior common room of Bath University. 
Keith Beck, George Davis and Kevin 
Lindsay-Smith spoke on Toc H — and 
stirred their guests into contributing £60 
for the fund. 


= BAND CALL 


The Anstey Toc H Concert Band are to 
perform in a Civic Concert at the Blaby 
District Council Chamber, Blaby near 
Leicester, on Sunday, 11 April at 7.45pm 
and it is hoped that all Toc H members, 
especially in the Leicester area, will 
support this effort by these young people. 


The Toc H Birmingham Centre has already 
spawned a folk group — Tina, Annette, 
Bruce and Ged — who would be glad to 
play — free of charge! — to any old 
people's home, blind club, or similar 
venue, in or around Birmingham (within, 
say, about 25 miles). So if you would 

like to take them up on this offer, ring 
Ged Bates at the Centre: 021-449 4668. 


IT WORKS! 


Remember the article about the Hackney 
Youth Centre in February’s Point Three? 
And the mention of the need for records 
and games? Just two days after the maga- 
zine was distributed a £5 postal order ‘for 
some records’ arrived on John Burgess’s 
desk. So all in Hackney say thank you 
very much to this generous — and anony- 
mous — giver. 

Stop press! And now another £5! 
Many thanks! 


A Voluntary Services Exhibition at 
Bletchley last October included a ‘Wishing 
Well’ organised by the Bletchley Branches 
of Toc H. People were invited to fill in a 
‘grumble sheet’ and these were later co- 
ordinated onto a list and circulated to 
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Diamand Jubilee 


local organisations concerned. Of the two 
main wishes — a pedestrian crossing on a 
busy new road and the improvement of a 
bad pedestrian pathway — both have now 
been implemented. 


Photo: Milton Keynes Express 


When Spades 
are Trumps 


Scott Shaw 


Why not spread a little happiness — with 
a spade? Fertile brains in Toc H have 
produced a plentiful crop of ideas but too 
often they’ve been concerned with inani- 
mate things. At times it would be great 
to get back to nature. 

You may not agree with Darvin 
that our ancestors came down from the 
trees but when did you last see a miserable 
monkey? Digging deeper, when did you 
last see a miserable gardener? I don’t 
think such a man exists. 

When the world was young, trees 
grew instead of lamp posts; the sun shone 
through foliage, not scaffolding; flowers 
sprouted instead of road signs. We were 
made for the country; the country was 
made for us. Without it, man becomes 
shrivelled in mind and body. By putting 
some countryside back into people’s lives, 
we can make life more worth living. 

Michael Dineen, writing in the 


Daily Telegraph Magazine opinion column, 


‘Shrubs for Shale?’, said: ‘My village is 
rich in trees. It is beautiful. And the 
beauty is a form of wealth we accept as 
naturally as the bereaved inhabitants of 
Aberfan accept slag heaps. There are 
plenty of villages like mine and far too 
many Aberfans. To provide us Cotswold 
villagers with coal, these Aberfans have 
torn their world apart and turned it into a 


Y 


street corners or the public bar. Sending 
visitors to the elderly or providing a youth 
club is the first thought but it isn’t the 
only answer. Any branch could bring the 
therapeutic benefits of market gardening 
to many local people of all ages, simply 
by renting an allotment. 

You can get a 300 sq ft plot for an 
annual rent of up to £8, although the 
average is only around £2. Allotments are 
rather hard to come by nowadays but 
being in Toc H, there's ways of getting 
round this! Go hunting for good “clean” 
disused land. Ten organised people pre- 
pared to turn a patch of land into some- 
thing useful have a lot of bargaining 
power, especially if they enlist the support 
of the local press, old people’s welfare 
councils, councils of social service and 
youth leaders. 

But beware of poisons! Some 
land is polluted, although not obviously 
so, by chemicals, crop dressings or spoil, 


dark moonscape. We pay for the coal with dumped perhaps years ago, soaked into 


money. We could pay for the damage with 
trees or turf, shrubs or acorns. . ° 

How about it? Instead of planting 
wooden seats in your town, why not 
plant woods in someone else’s? Hamp- 
shire oaks could grow in Middlesbrough, 
Buckinghamshire beeches in Manchester. 
Instead of a branch listening to a speaker 
on orchid cultivation, it’s more rewarding 
to mount a campaign to hide a power 
station or lose a brickworks — behind a 
wall of trees. 

Let's compile a list of ‘green 
branches’ and link them with ‘grey’ ones 
who need to bring some leafy life into 
their area. It’s a fine way to show that in 
a nation of apathetic jellyfish, Toc H is an 
octopus, ready to grasp a worthwhile idea 
when it sees it. As Michael Dineen says: 


the soil, and still very dangerous. Such 
poisons can get into anything you grow, 
with possible fatal effects. As a matter of 
principle, steer clear of industrial sites of 
all kinds, such as chemical works, metal 
smelters, garages etc whether the firms 
are occupied or disused. There are the 
‘hit and run’ dumpers too, so unless the 
Town Hall can give you a written 
guarantee of safety, check it out. Go to 
the county horticultural college and ask 
them to analyse the soil, making it clear 
you will be growing food on it. 

In today’s impersonal world, you 
can go through a day without touching or 
talking to a single living thing. Small 
wonder so many people are starting to 
behave like zombies. How wonderful if 
we could give them some of the gardener’s 


* . . . there could be a chance for unofficial ability to move with the real, gentle 


people to rise above national inertia and 
actually do something, instead of com- 
plaining that the whole problem is 
beyond their control. It isnot. The trick 
is to care enough to share,’ How much do 
we care? Are we octopus — or jellyfish? 
Here’s another idea, concerning 
the people in your own town: for the 
elderly, who are fed up sitting around 
when they could be up to something: for 
the young who are equally bored with 
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rhythm of the world, giving them time to 
get close to life and to one another, 

You can’t change people unless 
they will receive ideas, like a tree or a 
flower receives the sun. How appropriate 
if we would plant the seed of Toc H by 
spreading people onto an acre of good 
earth. 

Let’s hear what you think — and 
let's start that list of green and grey 
branches! 


LETTERS 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


In the January issue John Biggerstaff 
suggests we ought to “pin-point gaps’ (in 
social provision) while Betty Cornick and 
Ken Prideaux-Brune urge us to be more 
ambitious and deep- thinking. Arthur 
Noble reminds us of our ecumenical role, 
and Jim Brown tells us that the Tubby 
Clayton Memorial Fund is looking for 

a suitable project to sponsor. 

Just over the water, not many 
miles from England, there is a complex 
political/cultural/social/religious/industrial 
problem which English people have ig- 
nored for far too long. It is a problem 
largely created by our own country — by 
the actions of our governments during 
the past few hundred years. 

My suggestion is that the Tubby 
Clayton Memorial Fund is used to sponsor 
a long-term project to help relieve the 
distressing situation in Northern Ireland, 
bearing in mind the special social and 
ecumenical gifts of Toc H. Even when 
the present troubles cease (how long?), 
there will be many years’ work ahead in 
healing Anglo-Irish relations and in build- 
ing a loving community in Ireland. 


Brian Taylor 
Bristol 


We asked Brian to elaborate: 


There are many projects being run for 
short-term volunteers by groups such as 
Corrymeela (a residential community, 
featured in Point Three July 1974) and 
Pax Christi and Fellowship of Reconcil- 
iation (playschemes). The general diffic- 
ulty with playschemes is the recruitment 
of children from both sides of the divide. 
A playscheme naturally tends to cater for 
one estate, which is unlikely to be very 
mixed. A residential project has the ad- 
vantage of taking families away from the 
tensions and pressures as well as bringing 
people from both sides together. They 
are all coming to a new situation, one in 
which they can trust, and they do not 
know the cultural background of others 
until they get to know them as (even 
short-term) friends. Corrymeela run 
family weeks, mixed youth groups and 
international (‘studentish’) work-camps 
with great success. They are based well 
away from the main trouble areas, though 
most of the ‘community’ who founded 
Corrymeela still work in the major towns. 
They have very close contact between the 
troubled areas and their ‘holiday retreat’. 
Very few people from England 
seem to go to Corrymeela, partly perhaps 
because their more important aim is to 
get Irish people to find their own solution. 
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An idea for Toc H which comes to mind 
is the possibility of having some sort of 
residential project specifically catering 

for English (and Irish) volunteers who 
want to stay for periods of one year. 
Something like a Toc H Mark might be a 
starting-point. Simply to run a community 
house which is open to all who come, and 
comprises volunteers of differing Christian 
backgrounds, would provide a valuable 
service and a real living witness. 

For short-term (ie one to eight 
week) volunteers, no doubt some sort of 
expanded summer programme could be 
tun. But the only improvement on 
Corrymeela that I can see in this field is 
a positive effort to cater for and recruit 
English volunteers. 

I am considering going over some- 
time this summer and I would be very 
grateful if you could put me in touch with 
any Toc H members in Northern Ireland. 
Then I could find out what they thought 
Toc H could be doing to help in their 
situation. Is there anyone else in Toc H 
who feels they should come over this 
summer on a ‘fact-finding mission’? 

Does anybody else have any 
ideas for a long-term Anglo-Irish project? 


NO SEX DISCRIMINATION 
PLEASE 


May I with respect point out, through 
your column, this new law. 

On reading through the January 
Point Three 1 notice we still have 
branches known as women’s and men’s 
branches. Do let us get away from this 
old idea. We are a Family Movement of 
men and women meeting together — 
when we move let it be forward to- 
gether. 


George Cowton 
Scarborough, Yorks 


There are three main heads under which 
discrimination may occur. One is in the 
field of employment: and here we are, of 
course, covered in both who we employ, 
and how we advertise. The second main 
field is that of education, into which we 
do not come. The third field is the pro- 
vision of ‘Goods, facilities, services and 
premises’, but under Section 34, sub- 
sections I and 2, voluntary bodies are 
specifically excluded from it. 

Single-sex advertisements are not 
unlawful if the intended act would not be 
unlawful: Section 38, subsections | and 2. 


Seen in paper 
Wanted : person to act as receptionist, 
typist, telephonist. Good salary, LVs. 
Must wear skirt. 
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John Forbes 
Where there is doubt, let me sow faith 


St Francis is not here concerned with 
that kind of doubt which accompanies the 
search for truth. He refers to doubt of 
God's love and goodness, which was one 
of the great themes of the Master's teach- 
ing. The doubt of the father of the 
epileptic child in St Mark's Gospel is a 
supreme example: “If it is possible, help 
us’, he said. ‘If it is possible!” answered 
Jesus: ‘everything is possible to one who 
has faith’. 

‘Help me to believe’ is our cry 
when our faith is put to the test, as it so 
often is, by the failure of our ideals to 
triumph, by the incurable illness of some- 
one dear, by world disasters, by wars and 
the threat of more wars. ‘Why does God 
allow it?’ is a question one often hears. 
‘Is God really a loving God when he lets 
such things happen?’ is another. Interest- 
ingly enough, the ultimate question ‘can 
there really be a God?’ is rarely asked. 
More often one hears as a statement: 
‘There can’t be a God’ or ‘don’t tell me 
there's a God !’ 

These questions are asked by folk 
who fall in two categories. Sometimes 
they are asked by people who want to rid 
themselves of their belief in God; some- 
times by those who want to keep their 
faith in God and who hope for reassuring 
answers, As far as we know, St Francis 
never asked himself these questions. If 
there was sorrow, he asked to be allowed 
to bring joy; if there was darkness, light. 
This is the sublime example of disciple- 
ship! If St Francis were to return now to 
see the continuing agonies of this world, 
he still would not doubt, or even question; 
he would devote himself to their relief, 
and to the assuaging of its grief. 

But there is even more to it than 
this. St Francis took the world's burdens 
on his own shoulders, as his Master had 
done. God's love, to which the saint was 
a living witness, is not limited to us as 
instruments, but uses us as instruments, 
so that those who are in need of it might 
find it in us. Perhaps some will never find 
the love of God if they don’t find it in us. 
It’s also possible some won't believe in it 
because they don’t find it inus! We 
simply cannot escape a terrifying respons- 
ibility. ‘If you are a follower of Christ’, 
they say, ‘then I want no part of Him’. 
The words in our Initiation Ceremony 
“that men may learn to think better 
of your Father, God, because they have 
known you’ would appear to be linked 
to these thoughts. 

When we began to look at the 
prayer, we pictured in it an interweaving 


of many-coloured threads. Now, we can 
see the first and third petitions making a 
pattern: if we do not love, then others 
will not have faith. Can we ever separate 
love, faith and hope? Perhaps it is becom- 
ing more and more obvious that it is not 
possible to take any of these petitions in 
isolation. Indeed, they are only viable 
when they are together. 


Where there is despair, let me 
bring hope 

Despair is based on rejection of the 
possibility of God, and St Francis himself 
passed through ‘the dark night of the soul’ 
for a period which lasted two years. It is 
a terrible condition to be in, but it does 
not mean we're entitled to pack up and 
die! Even in despair we are not relieved 
of responsibility either for others or for 
ourselves. 

In some cases, there has to be 
physical relief and improvement before 
there can be any end to despair of the 
soul. The hungry were fed bodily, if you 
remember, (St John chapter 6) before the 
Master spoke about the deeper need of 
the Bread of Life. 

To sow hope is to bring some 
positive sign of a reason to hope. Perhaps 
here the word ‘bring’ is more appropriate 
than ‘sow’. Quick and visible action is 
needed to be seen by those who despair. 

I remember a small rhyme: 

“As for God, well, He can wait; 

But maybe my neighbour cannot wait — 
Help for him must not be late!” 

Answer Me, World (reviewed in 
Point Three, December 1975) contains a 
cri-de-coeur from the mother of a ment- 
ally handicapped child; in the poem she 
refers to a well-meaning neighbour: 

‘But oh, oh, if she only knew 
What things we need our friends to do’. 

Not for nothing does Alan Paton, 
in Instrument of Thy Peace, depart from 
the verb ‘sow’ when he heads his chapter 
“Where there is despair, let me bring hope”. 
Action to relieve our own despair and 
sense of futility is found in doing some- 
thing for others, in loving them, and 
relieving their despair. 

Let us pray, then, that we may be 
helped by our love to restore the faith of 
the disillusioned, the disappointed and the 
distressed. And, Lord, save me from 
despair; but if I am in despair, make me 
to do some work of peace for Thee. 


Lord 

make me an instrument of Thy Peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love 
Where there is injury, pardon 

Where there is doubt, faith 

Where there is despair, hope. 
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NEWSPOINT 


CHIPPENHAM TAPES 
FOR THE HANDIGAPPED 


AND BLIND 


Reg Coates 


Hospital broadcasting and the distrib- 
ution of tapes is nothing new to Toc H. 
In Chippenham the help of Toc H mem- 
bers was sought and given in a new service 
and it may be of interest to readers to 
know of our progress. 

About six months ago the minister 
of the local United Reformed Church, the 
Rev William West, called a meeting with a 
view to setting up a tape service. 

Some four years ago a service was 
started by tape enthusiasts in Bath, and 
this grew to an audience of some 140 
housebound people who suffer some 
form of handicap or who are blind and 
are lonely. To each listener is delivered 
six tapes per month in the form of C60 
cassettes. Delivery is actually carried out 
fortnightly, so that the listener receives 
three at a time. The advantage of this is 
that only 70 copies need be made of each 
tape and the listener receives two visits 
per month instead of one. 

In Chippenham we felt that we 
did not have the resources to start an 
independent unit so we became a branch 
of the Bath group. However it soon 
became apparent that the appeal of these 
tapes is essentially local, and despite the 
superior quality of the Bath productions, 
the Chippenham tapes soon proved to be 
more popular in Chippenham and district. 

Six tapes are now produced in 
Chippenham and the hidden talent in the 
town gives the editors a good deal of 
choice. 

A member of a local Methodist 
Church is the editor of a religious tape 
which he calls ‘Friendship Hour’. On this 
tape listeners can hear church services, 
religious music and interviews about 
religion. The Rev West edits the news- 
paper tape, for which speed is vital, as 
news must be topical. 

The Music Hour and Interest Tapes 
are edited and generally recorded by 
Toc H members. Toc H material from as 
far afield as the London Festival and 
Queenstown Branch, South Africa, has 
been included in these tapes. Music and 
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interviews are recorded on all sorts of 
equipment ranging from simple cassette 
recorders to semi-professional reel-to-reel 
stereo recorders, The editors find it con- 
venient to copy all those contributions 
onto a monaural 7}%in per second reel-to- 
reel tape to produce the edited version. 
This is copied onto a master cassette from 
which copies at high speed are made. 

Tape distribution began modestly 
with six copies of the first programmes. 
Following local newspaper publicity, 
funds have started to come and these 
have been used to purchase quantities of 
cassette tapes. 

The speed at which the service can 
spread depends on the availability of 
cassette recorders. Ideally the group 
would purchase recorders and loan them 
to those in need, but due to shortage of 
funds at this stage, it is encouraging 
churches to donate recorders to people in 
need. 

Due to the size of Chippenham, 
there is no hospital broadcasting service. 
It is hoped to connect the tapes into the 
radio-pillow system in one hospital to 
meet this need. Already the tapes go to 
Greathouse Cheshire Home and to an old 
people’s home. 


Winners of the inter-London Marks table 
tennis competition: Mark 3 ‘A’ team, 

Tony Kirwin (far left), Amin Shanti and 
Brian Harding. They took the cup — the 
Peter Jackson-Brown Memorial Trophy — 
by beating Mark 20 ‘A’ team in the final 

at Putney. Twelve teams competed in 

this event which was last won by Tower 
Hill in 1959; they now hope to play yearly, 


UP UP AND AWAY 


The Toc H tent was kept busy at the 
Llanarmon-yn-lal sheepdog trials 
when members organised a balloon race, 
Normal type balloons were used 
and inflated with gas. These were labelled 
and sold to hopeful competitors who 
anxiously watched their balloons rising 
to the 1300ft hills close to the site. Most 
of them managed to get away and one 
month was then allowed for the return of 
the labels. Then came the job of checking 
mileage and working out the winner — a 
balloon sent by a Canadian teacher on 
holiday in Wales. It travelled to Notting- 
ham, some 94 miles (as the balloon flies!) 
and the label was returned by a schoolboy 
who found it in a field near his home. 
And if balloons weren’t enough, 
Toc H members also ran a bottle stall and 
a stall selling hand-painted glassware, 
jewellery and cuddly toys. 


Holidays for the woman and family 
alone 


CRUSE, the National Organisation for j 
Widows and their Children, publishes an 

annual holiday list which is full of realistic 
holiday ideas, especially for those on 

limited budgets who badly need a change. 

The mother with or without child- j 
ren will find the kind of holiday to suit | 
her needs and she can have confidence in 
the suggestions made for her children if 
they must go by themselves. The ‘once | 
only’ holiday on capital is included as 
well as the working holiday for the hard 
up. There are friendly, family holidays 
where the widow will not be lonely, and 
also quiet retreats away from noise and 
stress. 

29 pages; price 35p (20p to Cruse 
members) and SAE from Cruse House, 
126 Sheen Road, Richmond, Surrey 
TW9 IUR. 


_—————————————— 


DON'T MISS! 


Toc H Sports at Battersea Park 
Saturday 22 May, 3-6 pm 


Entries from any Mark, branch, volunteer 
group or individual member (or associate) 
will be most welcome. Please contact 
Andrew Batty (16 Five Acre Wood, High 
Wycombe; tel: 34198) for entry forms 
and all enquiries (including offers of help!) 
Closing date for entries Saturday 1 May. 
Cheer-leaders wanted! 


COTSWOLD FAMILY WEEK 
Dor Knap 21-28 August 


Here’s a chance to bring the whole family 
on a holiday week at Dor Knap: the 
popular Toc H house which overlooks the 
Vale of Evesham. Children are very wel- 
come and the programme can be as flex- 
ible as people would like. Possible trips 
to a local animal park and other places of 
interest (but these would cost extra). 
£23.50 per week; reduced rates for 
children. More details from Trevor 

Sizer, 9 Courtlands Close, Tavistock, 
Devon PL19 OBU. 


AN EYEFUL 


Alex Michael 


The Borders District are holding a Toc H 
Week in Eyemouth from 26 June to 
2 July. 

Eyemouth is a small fishing port 
near Berwick-upon-Tweed and is a very 
popular resort with summer visitors who 
come from all over Britain. The main 
object of the week is to supply a service 
to the holiday-makers with a variety of 
events for both young and old, such as 
dances, discos, golf tournaments, football 
and sea-angling competitions. The child- 
ren will be catered for with sand castle 
competitions and treasure hunts on the 
sands. The week’s activities will com- 
mence with a bazaar and summer fayre 
and end on the Friday evening with a 
concert at which we hope to get the 
cream of the Border talent. 

During the whole week the Toc H 
display unit will be in one of the halls with 
some Toc H members in attendance to 
give any information asked for about the 
organisation and its activities. We intend 
having Toc H address directories for all 
districts so that we can pass on the names 
and addresses of the nearest branches to 
any visitor who is interested. In this way 
we hope to promote the growth of Toc H 
in places far removed from the little 
village of Eyemouth. 


E Top of the bill are Clacton-on-Sea and 
Holland-on-Sea Branches who have 
bought a new Ford Transit mini-bus with 
hydraulic hoist for wheelchairs at a cost 
of £4,000. 


E Does your branch really appreciate the 
help it receives? After a bazaar when two 
dozen friends turned out to work, Coney 
Hall Branch held a party — specially for 
these helpers. 


IM Colsterdale is to benefit from a spon- 
sored Lyke Wake Walk. Twenty trainees 
from Hatfield Borstal plus their assistant 
governor, Mr Tim Newall, Venture Scouts 
from Leeds and Otley, and Toc H volun- 
teers are to walk the 40 miles (non-stop) 
from Osmotherley to Ravenscar on Sun- 
day 4 April. All funds to the Centre. 


Wi Bromley Joint District, Kent, organised 
a Tombola at the Combined Autumn 
Charities Fair last December. About 140 
prizes were donated by members and by 
3pm it was a sell-out at a charge of 10p 
per ticket. The total taken was £70.40 
and after deducting expenses, £65.40 

was sent to the Family Purse. 


E Members of Eastbourne Joint Branch 
raised £156.90 with a Christmas tree 
collection last year, bringing the total over 
the past six years to nearly £1,000 towards 
helping their blind friends in Eastbourne. 


Wi Leigh Branch, Lancs, took a party of 
children one January afternoon to the 
local cinema and followed it by tea and 
games. 


E Melton Toc H have been holding 30p 
economy lunches every Wednesday for 
over a year now and have raised £220 of 
which £100 was donated to the Diamond 
Jubilee Fund and a further sum was spent 
on Christmas food parcels. 


E Many happy returns to Bournemouth 
and Christchurch Joint Branch on its 
fourth birthday. Members and friends 
celebrated with a buffet supper, dancing 
and bingo. 


E One of the youngest members of 
Toc H must be Irene Donaldson who 
joined Eyemouth Group, Berwickshire, 
the day after her 16th birthday. Irene 
writes to say that the Group has now 
attained branch status. 


E Betty Cornick succeeds Marjorie Berry 
as our representative on the Women’s 
National Commission. Betty became a 
Trustee of Toc H on her retirement from 
the Chair of the CEC last year. 


OBITUARY 


KATHLEEN FERGUSON 


It is with great sadness we record that 
‘Fergie’, former member of staff at Head- 
quarters, died on 29 January, peacefully 
at her home in Barnet. A memorial service 
was held at All Hallows on 4 March. Until 
her retirement last July, Fergie had 
worked for Toc H for 39 years — as recep- 
tionist, telephonist, diligent correspondent, 
and much else besides. Geoff Martin, a 
former colleague, writes: 

‘Someone with poetic instincts 
might feel that nature had fashioned 
Fergie precisely to sit at the reception 
desk of Toc H Headquarters, uncon- 
sciously to demonstrate its hall-mark day 
by day. Her kindness, her humour, her 
friendliness to every garrulous or tongue- 
tied caller, her sympathetic understanding, 
all these attributes were built into the 
nature of the Fergie we knew at Francis 
Street. As Edward Wilson was to Captain 
Scott’s colleagues, so was she to hers. She 
had acute perception too, especially in 
smelling out fun. Walking past her with 
dead-pan face she would glance up mom- 
entarily and murmur, as to her typewriter, 
‘Geoff, what mischief have you been up 
to? Come and tell me.’ 

She died unexpectedly after only 
a few months of retirement. But her 
laugh, which once lightened the unbeaut- 
iful fabric of Francis Street, has a way of 
echoing on.’ 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In October: Amelia H Palmer (Ipswich) 
in December: James S Bousfield (Craven 
District), William Gordon (Sevenoaks), 
Elsie B Hindsley (York), Gertrude A 
Short (Kettering), Douglas White 
(Calstock) 

In January: Norman Armitage 
(Rawthorpe), Madge W Broomfield 
(Welling), Thomas A Bushell (Bromley 
District), Frank Edmonds (Marlow), 
Kathleen M Ferguson (North London 
District), Albert H Jeans (Leatherhead), 
Canon W N E Bradyll-Johnson (Milford- 
on-Sea), George R Lewis (Gravesend), 
Elizabeth A McPherson (Springfields 
District), Charles E May (White Horse 
Vale District), John H Oldfield (South- 
port), Annie G Tomlin (St Albans), 
Albert E Westley (West Wickham), 
Dorothy E Wheeler (Newton Abbot), 
Alfred E Wiltshire (Chiseldon) 

In February: Samuel Amos (Colwyn 
Bay), Edgar Daniel (Treforest), George 
A C Muggleton (Leicester), Bert Oates 


(Colwyn Bay) 


We give thanks for their lives. 
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Vacancies on TOC H activities in 1976 


Discovery holidays. Playschemes and camps. 
Holidays with the elderly. Holidays with the 
handicapped. Decorating and nature conservation. 
Community work abroad. 


Summer activities are one of the best introductions to our Movement. 
Make sure that people in your neighbourhood get as much out of Toc H as you do. Give them a Summer 
Activities Booklet. Free bulk supplies from your regional office. Now's the time to inject your neighbours! 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel To let: four-berth caravan (£12 weekly). 
Jacobs (established $0 SAE: Oldnall, 23 Cedar Road, Bournville B30 
years) welcomes Toc H 

parties and individual 

visitors to this lovely old Book now for a holiday at Warden Manor, 


city within easy reach of historic manor house set in unspoilt country, 
other famous cities of art, near sea. Happy Toc H fellowship. Open 


Small advertisements must be received and of the coast. Comfort- Easter, Spring Bank Holiday, 3 July - 11 


(with remittance) five weeks before o able, modernised hotel. September; geli nn Beck a 
¿nati ich is the 23rd of the uiet situation. Parking. English spoken. + VAT, includes full board, four meals daily 
publication day, which is the 2 3 d Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only, All games (tennis, table tennis, putting etc) and 
preceding month. The charge is 3p a word Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, entertainments are free. Contact John Cole, 
(minimum 30p) to Point Three magazine. Bruges 8000. Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 4a Berridge Road, Sheerness, Kent. 


Rates of display advertisements can be 
obtained from the Editorial Office, Toc H, Smiling Somerset Bed & breakfast. H & C. TV Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 


Car space. Reasonable, Near MS & A370. combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks. Mrs Joan Green, ‘Mon Abri', Ebdon Road, your requirements, Details: Northern 
Telephone: 0296 623911. Worle, Weston-super-Mare. Tel: 21957. Novelties, Bradford BD1 3HE. 
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